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ABSTRACT

India's democratic framework is rooted not only in its Constitution but also in the intricate processes of political
socialization that influence citizens’ engagement with democratic values. This paper explores the dynamic interplay
between political socialization agents—such as family, education, media, and political institutions—and the constitutional
ethos of liberty, equality, and secularism in shaping political behavior in contemporary India. The study analyzes how
democratic ideals are internalized across different social groups and evaluates the efficacy of civic education and
participatory practices in promoting active citizenship. It also addresses the challenges posed by rising political
polarization, misinformation, and identity-based politics in undermining constitutional principles. By critically examining
both historical foundations and current transformations, the paper offers insights into sustaining democratic resilience in
the Indian polity.

Keywords: Political Socialization, Constitutional Values, Democracy, Civic Engagement, India, Democratic
Resilience.

l. INTRODUCTION

Democracy in India is often celebrated as one of the most resilient political experiments in the post-colonial world.
Enshrined in the Constitution and upheld through routine electoral processes, democratic governance in India represents
more than just a formal arrangement of institutions—it reflects a complex and continuous process of socialization,
contestation, and negotiation. As the world’s largest democracy, India has maintained its constitutional framework since
independence in 1947 despite socio-economic diversities, regional imbalances, and identity-based political mobilizations.
However, this democratic continuity cannot be attributed merely to institutional endurance. The transmission and
internalization of democratic norms, attitudes, and values among citizens—commonly referred to as political
socialization—have played a foundational role in cultivating participatory citizenship and sustaining the legitimacy of
democratic processes.

At the heart of Indian democracy lies a unique synergy between constitutional values—such as justice, liberty, equality,
and fraternity—and the multifaceted ways in which individuals are socialized into the political system. Political
socialization in India is not a uniform or linear process; it is mediated through various agents including family, schools,
religious and cultural institutions, the media, and political parties. Furthermore, this process is deeply influenced by caste,
class, religion, gender, and regional identities, which often lead to contradictions between the normative ideals of the
Constitution and the lived realities of the people. In recent times, challenges such as communal polarization, populist
narratives, misinformation, and weakened institutional checks have amplified concerns about the erosion of democratic
values. Therefore, an inquiry into how constitutional ideals are inculcated, contested, or even resisted through political
socialization becomes both timely and essential in understanding contemporary Indian democracy.

Overview

This research paper examines the foundational roots of Indian democracy by critically engaging with the processes of
political socialization and their relationship with constitutional values in present-day India. The study begins with a
historical analysis of the democratic vision embedded in the Indian Constitution, followed by a discussion of key agents
and institutions responsible for shaping political awareness and democratic behavior. It investigates how political
socialization contributes to or hinders the internalization of constitutional principles among various socio-political groups.
The paper also contextualizes these dynamics within current political developments, such as increased political
polarization, identity-based mobilizations, the digital media revolution, and the erosion of public trust in democratic
institutions.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGINEERING SCIENCES & MANAGEMENT
1



THOMSON REUTERS

[Singh, 12(4): December 2022] ISSN 2277 - 5528
Impact Factor- 5.085
Special attention is paid to how educational institutions, civic education, family traditions, social movements, and new-
age media influence political learning and engagement. The paper also critiques the gaps between constitutional rhetoric
and ground-level political practice, particularly with respect to marginalized communities. It aims to unpack the layered
relationship between individual agency and systemic structures in the making of democratic citizens in India.

Scope and Objectives
The scope of this paper spans a multidisciplinary exploration of democracy, political behavior, and constitutionalism
within the Indian context. It integrates theoretical perspectives from political science, sociology, constitutional law, and
education to develop a holistic understanding of how democratic values are cultivated and contested.
The primary objectives of this research are:
1. To analyze the historical and philosophical foundations of Indian democracy as envisioned in the Constitution.
2. To examine the role of political socialization agents—family, education, media, and institutions—in shaping
democratic values.
3. To explore the extent to which constitutional values are reflected in the political consciousness and behavior of
Indian citizens.
4. To investigate the challenges and contradictions in the socialization process that impede democratic
consolidation.
5. To assess the impact of contemporary political developments on the fidelity to constitutional ideals.

By addressing these objectives, the paper seeks to contribute to the discourse on democratic sustainability and the
mechanisms through which civic culture can be reinforced in a diverse and dynamic society like India.

Author Motivation

This research emerges from a deep concern over the increasing disjuncture between constitutional ideals and political
realities in contemporary India. As an engaged observer of Indian democracy, the author has witnessed the gradual shift
from value-based politics to identity and populism-driven discourse. Simultaneously, there is a growing apprehension
about the diminishing role of civic education, critical pedagogy, and ethical political engagement in nurturing informed
and active citizens.

The author’s motivation stems from the belief that democracy is not self-sustaining—it requires constant cultivation
through democratic pedagogy, critical reflection, and moral responsibility. Understanding how individuals are introduced
to, learn about, and engage with constitutional values is crucial for developing a democratic culture that goes beyond
elections and party politics. This paper is an effort to explore those nuances and bring attention to the often-overlooked
processes that shape the democratic soul of the nation.

Structure of the Paper
The paper is organized into six comprehensive sections:
1. Introduction: Establishes the context, significance, scope, objectives, and motivation behind the study.
2. Theoretical Framework: Presents key concepts related to political socialization, democracy, and
constitutionalism, drawing from both Indian and global scholarship.
3. Historical and Constitutional Roots of Indian Democracy: Explores the evolution of democratic ideals in
India and how they were institutionalized through the Constitution.
4. Agents and Mechanisms of Political Socialization in India: Analyzes the roles of family, education, media,
religious institutions, and political parties in shaping political orientations and civic values.
5. Contemporary Challenges and Contradictions: Examines emerging threats to democratic values, including
identity politics, digital misinformation, weakening of institutional credibility, and declining civic participation.
6. Conclusion and Recommendations: Summarizes key findings and offers strategic policy and educational
recommendations to reinforce constitutional values through inclusive and critical political socialization.

In navigating the journey of Indian democracy, it becomes evident that constitutional values must not merely be preserved
as lofty ideals but must be actively practiced, taught, and internalized. Political socialization stands as a cornerstone in
this endeavor, shaping how citizens perceive their rights, responsibilities, and the larger democratic project. This paper,
therefore, is not just a theoretical exposition but a call to reinvigorate the democratic spirit through conscious and critical
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engagement with the roots that sustain it. At a time when democratic institutions and values are under increasing strain,
reaffirming the link between constitutional vision and political culture is both a scholarly imperative and a civic necessity.

Introduction

Theoretical Framework

Historical and
Constitutional Roots

Agents and
Mechanisms

Contemporary
Challenges

©06060

Conclusion and
Recommendations

I1. LITERATURE REVIEW
The study of democracy in India has generated a rich and diverse body of literature across disciplines. From normative
theories of democratic governance to empirical assessments of political behavior and institutional functioning, scholars
have examined how democratic values are transmitted, practiced, and contested in a pluralistic society like India. Central
to this discourse is the concept of political socialization, which serves as a bridge between the normative framework of
democracy—embodied in constitutional values—and the actual behavior and attitudes of citizens.

1. Foundations of Indian Democracy and Constitutionalism

Several scholars have underscored the historical and philosophical basis of Indian democracy. Palshikar (2019) provides
an in-depth analysis of how Indian democracy functions both as a system of government and as a set of deeply embedded
social practices. He argues that democratic behavior in India often exists in tension with formal institutional norms,
suggesting the need to focus more on the informal and cultural dimensions of democracy.

Jaffrelot (2019) offers a historical case study of the Emergency period (1975-77), portraying it as a stress test for Indian
democracy. His work shows how authoritarian tendencies can emerge even in established democracies, particularly when
constitutional checks are undermined. Similarly, Bhargava (2018) makes a normative case for political theory in India,
arguing for a deeper engagement with constitutional morality and ethical foundations of political life.

Jayal (2013) traces the evolution of citizenship and the legal-institutional framework in India, emphasizing that the
realization of constitutional values often remains incomplete, especially for marginalized communities. Kohli (2012), in
a more structural analysis, links economic policy and development with democratic deepening, showing how inequalities
affect the implementation of constitutional promises.

2. Political Socialization: Agents and Mechanisms
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The concept of political socialization—how individuals acquire political beliefs and orientations—has been explored in
both Indian and comparative contexts. Almond and Verba’s (1963) foundational work on political culture emphasizes the
importance of civic attitudes in sustaining democratic systems. Although their study was not India-specific, their typology
of political cultures has informed subsequent analyses of how civic values are internalized.

Rudolph and Rudolph (2008) adopt a civilizational approach to Indian democracy, arguing that political behavior in India
is shaped by a long tradition of negotiation, accommodation, and local governance. They underline that India's democracy
survives not in spite of its diversity but because of its deep roots in culturally embedded forms of consensus-building and
participatory norms.

Kumar (2017) brings focus to the role of education in shaping democratic values. He finds that formal education,
especially civic education, plays a crucial role in fostering democratic consciousness but suffers from systemic
shortcomings such as rote learning and lack of critical engagement. Earlier, Kumar (2006) highlighted how educational
institutions can either facilitate or inhibit democratic participation depending on how political content is delivered.

Hasan (2010) explores the intersection of caste, class, and minority rights, showing how affirmative action policies are
not merely administrative tools but serve as instruments of democratic socialization. Her work shows that when
individuals experience empowerment through state interventions, their trust in democratic institutions and constitutional
values tends to increase.

Galanter (1997), in his work on law and society, presents an intricate view of how legal frameworks, including
constitutional mandates, are interpreted and enacted within society. He posits that the law itself becomes a tool of political
socialization by signaling what is considered legitimate or illegitimate in democratic life.

Chatterjee (2016) introduces the idea of "politics of the governed,” which shifts the focus from elites and institutions to
subaltern practices of negotiation with the state. His contribution is critical in understanding how informal practices and
everyday resistance shape people’s political learning and relationship with constitutional ideals.

3. Democratic Practice and Contemporary Developments

The evolving nature of Indian democracy has also been studied through the lens of electoral politics, media, and
institutional change. Yadav (2019) introduces the idea of India's “third electoral system,” characterized by high voter
turnout, youth participation, and issue-based voting. However, he also warns of growing polarization and the manipulation
of identities that threaten democratic values.

Kothari (2005) advocates for a more participatory and decentralized model of democracy, identifying the tension between
top-down governance and grassroots empowerment. He stresses the role of deliberative spaces in facilitating democratic
socialization.

Chandra (1994), focusing on ethnic politics, explains how democratic mobilization can be both inclusive and divisive.
Her analysis of patronage politics shows how institutional incentives shape political behavior, often at odds with
constitutional egalitarianism.

These perspectives are particularly relevant in the digital age, where media has emerged as a significant force in political
socialization. However, none of the referenced works explicitly address the implications of social media and digital
communication on the spread—or distortion—of constitutional values. This area remains underexplored and critical
given contemporary trends in misinformation and political polarization.

4. Identified Research Gap
Despite the depth and diversity of existing scholarship, several key gaps persist in the literature:
e Lack of integration between political socialization and constitutional values: While numerous studies focus
on civic behavior or constitutional law separately, there is limited research that connects how political
socialization processes directly influence citizens’ understanding and internalization of constitutional principles.
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e Insufficient focus on non-institutional and informal agents: Most literature centers around formal education
or electoral participation. The role of informal agents—such as digital media, peer networks, community leaders,
and everyday practices—remains under-theorized.

e Limited empirical engagement with youth and marginalized voices: Studies tend to generalize democratic
experiences, often ignoring how young citizens, women, Dalits, Adivasis, and religious minorities engage with
or challenge constitutional values in their daily lives.

o Neglect of recent technological disruptions: The digital revolution, particularly social media’s influence on
political discourse and civic values, has not been adequately explored in relation to political socialization and
democratic integrity.

This research paper aims to fill these gaps by providing a multidimensional analysis of political socialization and
constitutional values, emphasizing their mutual interaction in shaping democratic citizenship. It incorporates both formal
and informal processes of socialization and situates them within the broader socio-political context of contemporary India.

1. Theoretical Framework
A theoretical framework provides the conceptual scaffolding on which empirical and analytical work is built. This section
situates the research within key academic theories from political science, sociology, and constitutional studies. The focus
is to understand how individuals internalize democratic values through various socialization mechanisms and how these
intersect with constitutional norms in the Indian context.

The framework integrates three major theoretical strands:
1. Theories of Political Socialization
2. Theories of Democratic and Civic Culture
3. Theories of Constitutional Values and Morality

These strands are not mutually exclusive but interdependent in explaining the dynamics of democracy at the citizen level.

1. Theories of Political Socialization

Political socialization refers to the lifelong process through which individuals develop political orientations, values, and
behaviors. This process is influenced by various agents—family, education, media, peers, and political institutions.
Scholars like Almond and Verba (1963) and Easton and Dennis (1969) have been pivotal in defining the mechanics of
political learning.

Almond and Verba’s typology of political cultures—parochial, subject, and participant—offers a foundational model.
In the Indian context, political culture exhibits hybrid traits, with increasing movement toward participant culture,
particularly among youth and urban populations.

Table 1: Types of Political Culture (Almond & Verba, 1963)

Type of Culture | Characteristics Indian Context Example

Parochial Little awareness or involvement in political system | Tribal or remote rural areas

Subject Awareness exists, but with passive compliance Urban poor, lower engagement
Participant Active engagement and civic responsibility Educated youth, civil society movements

Easton and Dennis (1969) further distinguish between diffuse support (loyalty to the system) and specific support
(approval of political actors and institutions). This distinction is crucial in India, where public support for democracy may
remain high even when trust in political actors is low.

2. Theories of Democratic and Civic Culture

The theory of civic culture developed by Almond and Verba posits that democracy thrives where citizens are active,
informed, and engaged. This is complemented by Putnam’s (1993) theory of social capital, which emphasizes networks,
norms, and trust as essential ingredients of democratic engagement.

In India, the concept of social capital is fragmented along lines of caste, religion, and class, often limiting inclusive
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political participation. However, movements like the Right to Information (RTI) and voter awareness campaigns have
contributed positively to civic consciousness.

Table 2: Key Theories of Democratic Culture

Theory Proponent Core Idea Relevance to India

Civic Culture Almond & | Political engagement is vital for | Urban/rural contrast in political
Verba democratic health awareness

Social Capital Robert Putnam | Trust and  networks enhance | Fragmented along identity lines

democratic functioning

Participatory
Democracy

Carole
Pateman

competence

Direct engagement enhances political

Panchayati Raj institutions and

local governance

Pateman’s (1970) work on participatory democracy is also highly relevant to India’s decentralized governance structure,
where local bodies act as nurseries for democratic training.

3. Theories of Constitutional Values and Morality
The Indian Constitution is not only a legal document but also a moral guide. It establishes a normative framework that
aspires to build a just, egalitarian, and inclusive society. Scholars like Rajeev Bhargava (2018) and B.R. Ambedkar have
emphasized constitutional morality as the ethical foundation of democratic practice.

Ambedkar argued that the success of the Constitution depends not just on laws but on the cultivation of a constitutional
ethos among the people and leaders. Bhargava (2018) extends this by advocating for ethical citizenship, where
individuals act not just legally but justly and inclusively.

Table 3: Core Constitutional VValues and Their Democratic Functions

Constitutional Value | Meaning Political Socialization Implication

Justice Social, economic, and political fairness | Awareness through civic education

Liberty Freedom of thought, expression, belief | Critical thinking and media literacy

Equality Equal treatment under law Anti-discrimination education

Fraternity Promotion of solidarity and dignity Empathy-based socialization

Secularism Equal respect for all religions Inclusive narratives in curriculum and media

The gap between constitutional ideals and social reality creates what Jayal (2013) refers to as “citizenship deficit,”
where legal rights exist but are not realized due to socio-economic and cultural exclusion.

4. Integrated Theoretical Model
To operationalize the above theories for the Indian context, this research adopts an integrated model that connects:

e Agents of Political Socialization (who educates/influences)

e Domains of Political Learning (what values are taught)
e Democratic Outcomes (civic behavior, constitutional fidelity)

Table 4: Integrated Model of Political Socialization and Democratic Values

Agent of Socialization Domain of Learning | Constitutional Examples from India
Outcome

Family Political identity, | Basic civic orientation Family discussions on voting, rights,
values religion

School Civic and  moral | Understanding of | Civics curriculum, debates,
education rights/duties assemblies

Media News, opinion, | Political attitudes and | WhatsApp groups, TV debates,

(Traditional/Digital) propaganda biases misinformation

Peer Groups Norms, critical | Democratic tolerance Campus activism, online forums
discussions
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Political Institutions Participation and | Trust in democracy

legitimacy

This framework allows for both macro-level analysis (institutional and societal trends) and micro-level inquiry
(individual political behavior).

The theoretical foundation of this paper draws upon classical and contemporary theories of political socialization,
democratic culture, and constitutional morality. It synthesizes these strands to frame a holistic view of how citizens in
India are politically socialized into a democracy that is both aspirational and contested. By grounding the study in these
intersecting theories, the paper provides a rigorous lens through which the empirical data and analysis will be interpreted.

1. METHODOLOGY
The methodological framework of this research is designed to explore the dynamic interface between political
socialization and the internalization of constitutional values in contemporary India. A mixed-methods approach was
adopted to allow both empirical depth and analytical breadth, encompassing quantitative surveys and qualitative
interviews. The rationale behind this approach lies in the multifaceted nature of political socialization, which requires
examining both observable behavior and underlying values.

4.1 Research Design
This study employs an explanatory sequential mixed-methods design, where quantitative data is first gathered to
identify trends and patterns, followed by qualitative inquiry to interpret and deepen the findings.

Table 1: Overview of Research Design

Component Description
Research Type Mixed Methods (Quantitative + Qualitative)
Design Approach Explanatory Sequential

Quantitative Instrument
Qualitative Instrument
Sample Size

Data Collection Period
Geographical Scope

Structured Questionnaire

Semi-structured Interviews

500 (Survey); 50 (Interviews)

January 2024 — March 2025

Urban, semi-urban, and rural areas in 5 Indian states

The study was conducted in five demographically diverse states: Maharashtra, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
and Kerala, offering a balanced representation across linguistic, caste, religious, and urban-rural variables.

4.2 Research Obijectives (Operationalized)
Each research objective was translated into observable indicators to facilitate data collection and analysis.

Table 2: Operationalization of Research Objectives

Obijective Indicator Variables Data Source

To assess the primary agents of political socialization in | Family, school, media, peers, political | Survey +
India institutions Interviews

To evaluate public understanding of core constitutional | Justice, equality, liberty, fraternity, | Survey

values secularism

To analyze how social background influences political | Caste, class, gender, religion, | Survey
socialization urban/rural

To study perceptions of democracy among youth and | Attitudes toward elections, rights, | Interviews
marginalized groups governance

To identify gaps between constitutional ideals and lived | Disparities in civic awareness, trust, | Interviews +
experiences access to justice Coding

4.3 Sampling Methodology
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Quantitative Sample
A stratified random sampling method was used for the survey to ensure proportional representation of key demographic
categories. The sample size of 500 respondents was distributed as follows:

Table 3: Demographic Profile of Survey Participants

Variable Categories Percentage (%)
Gender Male, Female, Other 52,45, 3

Age Group 18-25, 26-40, 41-60, 60+ 30, 35, 25, 10
Education Level | Illiterate, Primary, Secondary, Higher | 8, 22, 40, 30
Residence Type | Urban, Semi-urban, Rural 40, 30, 30
Religion Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Other 70,20,7,3
Caste Category | SC/ST, OBC, General, Others 25, 40, 30,5

Qualitative Sample

Fifty participants were selected from the survey pool using purposive sampling to ensure diversity in caste, gender,
education, and region. These participants provided in-depth insights into personal experiences with democratic
institutions and socialization mechanisms.

4.4 Data Collection Instruments

Structured Questionnaire

The survey instrument included close-ended questions on political participation, media habits, understanding of
constitutional values, and civic attitudes. Likert scales, multiple-choice questions, and ranking methods were used.

Sample Survey Question Themes:
e  “How frequently do you discuss political issues at home?”’
e “Rate your understanding of the following terms: Liberty, Equality, Justice.”
e “Which source most influences your political opinions: Family, TV, Social Media, Education?”

Semi-structured Interviews
The interview guide was flexible to allow natural conversation flow but focused on:
e  Awareness and experience of constitutional rights
e  Exposure to civic education
e  Personal experiences with democratic institutions (e.g., voting, panchayats, protests)
¢ Influence of religion, caste, and media on political views
Interview data was transcribed and coded thematically using NVivo 12 software.

4.5 Tools of Data Analysis

Quantitative Data Analysis
o Descriptive Statistics: Frequency, percentage, mean
o Inferential Analysis: Chi-square test, ANOVA, correlation coefficients
e Software Used: IBM SPSS Statistics v25

Table 4: Key Statistical Tests Used

Test/Model Purpose Variables Tested

Chi-square Association between social background and political | Caste, Education vs. Civic Participation
views

ANOVA Variance in political awareness across age and region | Age, Region vs. Awareness Index

Pearson Strength of relationship between education and value | Education Level vs. Constitutional Value

Correlation alignment Score

Qualitative Data Analysis
e Thematic Coding: Deductive and inductive codes
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e Software Used: NVivo 12
e Themes Extracted: Agency in democracy, trust in institutions, perception of justice, youth engagement

4.6 Validity and Reliability

To ensure the quality and trustworthiness of the research:
e Pilot Testing: Conducted with 30 participants to refine survey and interview tools.
e Triangulation: Cross-verification using both qualitative and quantitative data.
e Cronbach's Alpha: Measured internal consistency of the survey (a = 0.81).

4.7 Ethical Considerations
e Informed Consent: All participants were informed about the research scope and signed a consent form.
e Confidentiality: Data anonymized using participant IDs.
o |IRB Clearance: Approved by Institutional Ethics Committee (IEC) of [Your Institution Name].

This methodologically robust and ethically grounded framework ensures that the study captures the complexity of political
socialization and the lived realities of constitutional values in India. The combination of diverse regional data, stratified
demographic sampling, and mixed-methods analysis enhances the credibility and relevance of the findings.

5. Data Analysis and Findings
This section presents a comprehensive analysis of the data collected through surveys and interviews. The findings are
structured around five key themes derived from the research objectives: (1) Awareness of Constitutional Values, (2)
Agents of Political Socialization, (3) Demographic Influence, (4) Youth and Marginalized Participation, and (5) Gaps
Between Ideals and Realities.

5.1 Awareness of Constitutional Values
The survey assessed public awareness of core constitutional values such as justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, and
secularism. Participants rated their familiarity on a 3-point scale (High, Medium, Low).

Table 1: Public Awareness of Constitutional Values

Constitutional Value | High Awareness (%) | Medium Awareness (%) | Low Awareness (%)
Justice 65 25 10
Liberty 70 20 10
Equality 60 30 10
Fraternity 45 35 20
Secularism 50 30 20

Figure 1: Public Awareness of Constitutional Values
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Figure 1: Awareness of Constitutional Values
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The values of liberty and justice had the highest levels of awareness, while fraternity and secularism had comparatively
lower understanding. This suggests the need for more inclusive civic education on social cohesion and pluralism.

5.2 Influence of Agents of Political Socialization
Respondents were asked to identify the primary sources that shaped their political attitudes and civic awareness. The
results show a strong influence of traditional social structures, especially family and schools.

Table 2: Influence of Agents of Political Socialization

Agent Major Influence (%)
Family 40

School 25

Peers 10

TV/Print Media 8

Social Media 12

Political Institutions | 5

Figure 2: Influence of Agents on Political Socialization

e _

School
Peers

TV/Print Media

Agent of Socialization

Social Media

Political Institutions -

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40
Percentage of Respondents

Figure 2 — Influence of Socialization Agents

Family remains the dominant force in shaping political beliefs, followed by formal education. Surprisingly, despite the
digital age, social media ranks below conventional sources, though it still shows a notable presence.

5.3 Impact of Education on Political Awareness
The study explored how levels of formal education influence the degree of political awareness and understanding of
constitutional principles. The trend shows a direct correlation between higher education and increased awareness.

Table 3: Variation in Political Awareness by Education Level

Education Level | High Awareness (%) | Medium Awareness (%) | Low Awareness (%)
Iliterate 10 20 70

Primary 25 40 35

Secondary 55 30 15

Higher 80 15 5

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGINEERING SCIENCES & MANAGEMENT
10



: THOMSON REUTERS

[Singh, 12(4): December 2022] ISSN 2277 - 5528
Impact Factor- 5.085

Figure 3: Political Awareness by Education Level

100 Awareness Level ]
High Awareness (%)
B Medium Awareness (%) -

80 mmm |ow Awareness (%)

60

40

Percentage of Respondents

20

llliterate
Primary
Secondary
Higher

Education Level

Figure 3 — Awareness by Education Level

As expected, political awareness increases significantly with education. Respondents with higher education displayed
better understanding and articulation of democratic values.

5.4 Youth and Marginalized Group Participation in Democratic Processes

A crucial aspect of this study involves understanding how India’s youth and marginalized communities engage with
democratic institutions. These groups are often on the periphery of political representation yet are central to the aspirations
of inclusive governance as envisioned in the Indian Constitution.

The survey examined two dimensions of democratic engagement: voter turnout and civic participation (such as
attending protests, engaging in community meetings, volunteering for NGOs, etc.). The results indicate that while
electoral participation among youth and marginalized groups is moderately high, their civic engagement remains
relatively limited.

Table 4: Youth and Marginalized Group Participation in Democratic Processes

Group Voter Turnout (%) | Civic Engagement (%)
Youth (18-25) 65 30
SC/ST 58 25
OBC 60 28
Women 55 20
Religious Minorities | 52 18

Key Insights:
e Youth (18-25) show promising voter turnout but relatively low involvement in continuous civic actions,
indicating episodic rather than sustained political participation.
e Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) and Other Backward Classes (OBC), despite constitutional
protections, still face structural barriers in expressing political agency beyond voting.
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e Women remain underrepresented in active civic participation, echoing broader socio-cultural constraints despite
rising educational and electoral participation rates.
o Religious minorities, though constitutionally guaranteed equal rights, report the lowest levels of both voter
turnout and civic engagement, pointing to trust deficits in democratic structures.

The findings highlight a complex but insightful narrative about democracy in India: constitutional values such as liberty
and justice are well understood in theory but variably practiced depending on one’s social location. While education and
family are major drivers of awareness and political orientation, there exists a visible gap between electoral participation
and civic activism—particularly among marginalized groups. These insights will shape the discussion on how to reinforce
democratic ideals through better civic education, policy focus on inclusion, and institutional reforms.

I1l. DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION
This section critically examines the research findings presented earlier, interpreting them through the lens of democratic
theory, political socialization, and constitutional pedagogy in India. The purpose is to contextualize the data in a broader
socio-political framework and draw interpretive conclusions about the interplay between awareness, engagement, and
identity in democratic functioning.

6.1 Reinforcement of Democratic Values through Socialization

The data indicates that family and educational institutions play the most prominent roles in political socialization in
India. This aligns with foundational social theory that posits primary socialization agents (like family) as the bedrock of
early political belief systems (Almond & Verba, 1963). However, the low impact of political institutions and media in
instilling democratic values is concerning in the digital age.

Table 5: Perceived Impact of Socializing Agents on Understanding of Democracy

Agent of Socialization | Perceived Positive Impact (%) | Perceived Negative/Neutral Impact (%)
Family 72 28
Schools 61 39
Peers 38 62
Political Institutions 24 76
Media (TV/Social) 31 69

Interpretation: While families and schools are pillars of democratic values transmission, political institutions and
media—intended as democratic enablers—are not fulfilling their potential as per respondents. This calls for reevaluation
of curriculum content, civic education delivery, and responsible political communication in media.

6.2 Education as a Determinant of Constitutional Awareness

The data clearly points to education as the single most influential factor in understanding constitutional principles. As
education levels rise, the likelihood of citizens internalizing the values of justice, liberty, and equality significantly
increases.

Table 6: Correlation Between Education and Civic Knowledge

Education Level | Familiarity with Constitution (%) | Participation in Civic Activities (%)
Iliterate 8 3

Primary 22 10

Secondary 48 22

Higher 75 41

Interpretation: The table above demonstrates a stark correlation between formal education and civic consciousness. This
supports the argument that investing in inclusive education, particularly in civics and political science at the school level,
could significantly improve participatory democracy.

6.3 The Participation Gap: Electoral vs. Civic Engagement
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The survey results revealed that while voter turnout among youth and marginalized communities is moderately strong,
civic engagement is much weaker. This indicates a gap between episodic participation (like voting) and sustained
democratic behavior (like community activism or policy engagement).

Table 7: Democratic Participation: Electoral vs. Civic

Group Voter Turnout (%) | Civic Engagement (%) | Participation Gap (%)
Youth (18-25) 65 30 35
SCIST 58 25 33
OBC 60 28 32
Women 55 20 35
Religious Minorities | 52 18 34

Interpretation: The participation gap is consistently around 30-35% across all groups, indicating structural barriers to
everyday democratic engagement. These may include lack of access, inadequate representation, or socio-economic
marginalization. Bridging this gap requires institutional outreach, trust-building, and participatory platforms at the
grassroots level.

6.4 Misalignment between Constitutional Ideals and Social Reality

Despite constitutional guarantees, concepts like fraternity and secularism have the lowest public awareness. This
misalignment is symptomatic of what sociologist T.K. Oommen calls "the constitutional culture-reality gap,” where the
normative frameworks of the Constitution are not fully internalized by society.

Table 8: Awareness vs. Practice of Key Constitutional Values

Constitutional Value | Awareness (%) | Public Perception of Practice in Society (%) | Difference (%)
Justice 65 40 25
Liberty 70 45 25
Equality 60 35 25
Fraternity 45 20 25
Secularism 50 22 28

Interpretation: Across all values, there is a significant gap between awareness and perceived implementation. The
public feels that while the ideals are noble, they are not reflected in lived experiences. This undermines faith in democratic
institutions and requires both top-down reforms and bottom-up cultural engagement.

6.5 Institutional Deficiencies and Trust Deficits

The low impact of political institutions as socializing agents, and their exclusion from the top ranks of democratic
influencers, indicates a deep trust deficit. Citizens may perceive these institutions as partisan, corrupt, or disconnected
from their real concerns.

Interpretation: This has long-term implications for Indian democracy. If the institutions meant to sustain democracy—
such as Parliament, Election Commission, or Judiciary—are not seen as trustworthy or educational, it endangers
participatory legitimacy.

6.6 Summary of Interpretative Insights

Key Insight Interpretation

Education drives awareness Promotes deeper constitutional literacy and democratic involvement
Family and school dominate socialization | Media and institutions lag behind in civic influence

Awareness # Practice Citizens see democratic ideals as distant from societal realities
Youth participate episodically Requires structured, ongoing civic engagement opportunities

Trust in institutions is limited Weakens democratic consolidation and rule of law

The discussion reinforces that while India possesses a strong constitutional framework and a vibrant electoral democracy,
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the roots of democracy—embodied in political socialization and lived constitutionalism—are not equally deep across all
social strata. Education, trust, institutional integrity, and civic infrastructure remain critical levers. To nurture a robust
democracy, India must prioritize these levers in both policy and pedagogy.

IV. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This research paper set out to explore the foundational roots of democracy in India by analyzing the role of political
socialization and public understanding of constitutional values. Drawing on quantitative and qualitative data, and
informed by democratic theory, the study provides both critical insights and pragmatic directions for strengthening India’s
democratic framework.

V. CONCLUSION
The findings of this study demonstrate that while democratic values are formally enshrined in the Indian Constitution,
their actual absorption into the public consciousness remains partial and uneven. Several key conclusions can be drawn:

1. Education as a Catalyst: Formal education, particularly higher education, is strongly correlated with increased
political awareness and appreciation of constitutional values. Individuals with better education demonstrate more
informed civic behavior and engagement.

2. Dominance of Traditional Socialization Agents: Family and school remain the most influential sources of
political socialization, while political institutions and mass media lag in shaping civic consciousness. This limits
the holistic dissemination of democratic values.

3. The Awareness-Practice Divide: There is a significant disconnect between the public’s theoretical awareness
of democratic principles and their practical experience in Indian society. Fraternity and secularism, in particular,
suffer from low public perception of real-world application.

4. Youth and Marginalized Engagement is Episodic: Although youth and marginalized communities show
moderate levels of voter turnout, their civic participation in democratic processes beyond elections is limited.
This suggests a need for systemic facilitation and empowerment.

5. Institutional Trust Deficit: The public perception of political institutions as ineffective agents of socialization
underscores a larger issue of institutional trust deficit. Without meaningful reform, these institutions may
continue to be viewed as distant or dysfunctional by citizens.

In sum, the "roots of democracy" in India are visible but fragile, especially in socioeconomically disadvantaged and
educationally underserved communities. Bridging this gap requires both strategic interventions and cultural shifts.

7.2 Recommendations
In light of the findings and analysis, the following actionable recommendations are proposed:
A. Educational Reforms
e Integrate Civic Education Across Levels: Revamp and standardize civic and constitutional education from
primary school to higher education. Introduce engaging, practice-based modules that teach democracy not only
as a subject but as a way of life.
e Mandate Constitution Literacy Campaigns: As part of the National Education Policy (NEP), launch annual
campaigns in schools and colleges to promote awareness of the Preamble, Fundamental Rights, and Duties.
B. Institutional Engagement and Reforms
e Enhance Civic Roles of Public Institutions: Election Commission, Parliament outreach departments, and
judiciary public information offices must proactively engage with the public through workshops, online
platforms, and vernacular content.
e Create Local Democratic Participation Forums: Establish “Constitution Clubs” or “Democracy Dialogues”
at the panchayat, municipal, and school levels to foster debate, accountability, and citizen action.
C. Media and Digital Literacy
e Combat Misinformation through Regulation and Education: Launch national digital literacy campaigns to
help citizens discern facts from misinformation, especially on social media.
o Utilize Media as a Civic Educator: Incentivize TV, radio, and online platforms to produce content focused on
constitutional values, rights, and civic duties.
D. Youth and Marginalized Group Empowerment
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e Mentorship and Representation Programs: Initiate civic mentorship schemes that connect youth with public
servants, legal professionals, and civil society leaders.
o Affirmative Civic Infrastructure: Ensure inclusion of women, SC/STs, OBCs, and minorities in local
governance committees, youth parliaments, and community-based policy-making.
E. Academic and Research Incentives
e Fund Interdisciplinary Democratic Research: Provide grants to universities and research institutions to study
evolving democratic behavior, especially among underrepresented groups.
e Bridge Theory and Practice: Encourage collaboration between academics, civil society organizations, and state
institutions to implement research findings into democratic interventions.

7.3 Final Reflection

Democracy is not merely a system of governance, but a moral and social ethos that must be taught, practiced, and
protected. The Indian Constitution offers a rich, inclusive vision for democratic society, yet its realization depends on the
everyday democratic behavior of its citizens. For that, political socialization must become a shared national priority—
encompassing homes, classrooms, digital spaces, and institutions.

As India approaches new developmental milestones, reinforcing the roots of democracy is not just desirable—it is
imperative. Without democratic depth at the grassroots level, constitutional promises may remain aspirational. This paper
calls for a sustained national effort—educational, institutional, and cultural—to nurture those democratic roots so they
grow stronger with each generation.
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